
WORDS INSIDE

FOUND INSIDE “RANDOM NEST”
amusia | a loss of the ability 
to recognize musical notes, 
rhythms, and intervals

FOUND INSIDE “TO SIR  
WITH LOVE …”
cockney | dialect spoken 
by working class Londerers, 
especially in East End

omnipotent | having  
unlimited power, able  
to do anything  

FOUND INSIDE “WHEN  
SIDNEY POITIER RISKED …”
pragmatic | dealing with 
things realistically rather 
then on theory

•••

Dear Student, Artist, Thinker,

Welcome to this weeks edition of The Warbler! In this issue, we will be shar-
ing celebration of the late Sidney Poitier. Sidney was born in Miami in 1927 
but grew up in the Bahamas. His father was a tomato farmer and they traveled 
regularly to sell their crops. He was the youngest of nine children, and moved 
with his family from Cat Island to Nassau after Florida banned the import of 
Bahamian tomatoes. He was awarded an honorary knighthood of the Order of 
the British Empire in 1974 and is known in the British Commonwealth as Sir 
Sidney Poitier.

At the height of his career, he was one of the highest-paid actors in Hollywood 
and a top-box office draw. He played a variety of characters throughout his 
career and became the first Black man to win an  Oscar for his role in the movie 
“Lilies of the Field” which came out in 1963. His views on race and racism in 
America were very well known and he was close friends with Rev. Dr. Martin 
Luther King Jr. Throughout this newsletter, we will bring you tiny pieces of 
this amazing man’s life and hope you leave with a greater aware-
ness of what he contributed while he was here.

We hope you enjoy this edition and look forward to hearing  
your thoughts and opinions.

The APAEP Team

“To simply wake up every  
morning a better person  

than when I went to bed.” 
SIDNEY POITIER // Bahamian American actor,  

director, and producer
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Sidney Poitier | The Actor Who Broke  
Down Hollywood’s Racial Barriers
BY BBC NEWS | January 7, 2022

Sidney Poitier, who has died aged 94, once turned 
down the role of Othello because he did not want to be 
typecast as a Black actor. It underlined the dilemma 
faced by a man who broke down many of Hollywood’s 
racial barriers. As the first Black winner of the Acad-
emy Awards’ best actor statuette, he was always aware 
of being the standard-bearer for greater racial inte-
gration. But often he felt he had become something of 
a racial token, and this denied him the opportunity of 
taking on more varied roles.

He died on January 6th, 2022, at the age of 94, the 
Bahamian foreign minister announced.

Sidney Poitier was born on 20 February 1927 in 
Miami, Florida. His parents were Bahamian farm-
ers who had travelled to the US to sell tomatoes. His 
premature birth meant he gained US citizenship 
as well as Bahamian. Relatives believed his father’s 
family originated in Haiti and that his ancestors 
were runaway persons who had been enslaved. He 
was brought up on Cat Island in the Bahamas before 
the family moved to the capital, Nassau. Aged 15 he 
went to live with his brother in Miami before moving 
to New York, where he worked as a dishwasher. It was 
in the US that he experienced racism for the first time. 

“I lived in a country where I couldn’t get a job, except 
those put aside for my colour or my caste.” After a 
spell in the US Army he joined the American Negro 
Theatre, which had been set up as a community proj-
ect in Harlem in 1940.

Film breakthrough
Unfortunately Poitier had amusia and was unable 
to sing, something audiences felt was a prerequisite 
of Black actors at that time. Instead he decided his 
future lay as a serious stage actor and he was offered a 
leading role in a production of Aristophanes’ comedy 
Lysistrata in 1946. It was a sign of the times that the 
production featured only Black actors. In 1949 he 
took the difficult decision to move away from stage 
productions and into films. It was a sound decision. 
His performance in the 1950 film No Way Out, in 
which he played a newly-qualified doctor confronted 
by a racist patient, brought him to the attention of the 
studios. His breakthrough came in The Blackboard 
Jungle in 1955, in the role of a disruptive pupil in an 
inner-city school. The film was immensely popu-

lar, not least because it was one of the first to have 
a soundtrack featuring rock ‘n’ roll, including Bill 
Haley’s classic Rock Around the Clock.

‘I believed in brotherhood’
The Defiant Ones, in 1958, saw Poitier nominated for 
best actor at the Academy Awards, and he won a Bafta 
for the same film. Five years later he was awarded an 

Oscar for Lilies of the Field, the first Black winner of the 
Best Actor trophy. With the growing civil rights move-
ment in the US, it was inevitable Poitier would find 
himself lauded as an example of Black achievement. 
It was a role he gladly accepted. “I was a pretty good 
actor and I believed in brotherhood. I hated racism and 
segregation. And I was a symbol against those things.” 
However, he was concerned that his Oscar may have 

BIOGRAPHY

WORD PLAY A Rebus puzzle is a picture representation of a common word 
or phrase. How the letters/images appear within each box will give you clues 
to the answer! For example, if you saw the letters “LOOK ULEAP,” you could 
guess that the phrase is “Look before you leap.” Answers are on the last page!

One of his most 
powerful roles was 
Virgil Tibbs in the 
film In the Heat  
of the Night.

Photo by Ronald Grant
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RANDOM-NEST

How Common is Amusia? 
FROM TYPESOFALL.COM

AMUSIA is a loss of the ability to recognize musical notes,  
rhythms, and intervals.

Do people with amusia like music?
Some people with amusia describe music as sounding like a noise 
or like banging, and go to great lengths to avoid being in situations 
where music will be played, while others, who are just as perceptually 
impacted, derive considerable pleasure from listening to music.

Can amusia be cured?
Currently, no forms of treatment have proven effective in treating 
amusia. One study has shown tone differentiation techniques to have 
some success, however future research on treatment of this will be 
necessary to verify this technique as an appropriate treatment.

What part of the brain is responsible for amusia?
A 2015 study supports the possibility that the neural causes  
of congenital amusia are located in the frontal cortex. 

Is amusia genetic?
A study looking at amusia in large families found that people  
who have amusia tend to have relatives who have amusia.  
The authors of the study concluded that amusia is largely  
determined by genetics. The fact that amusia runs in  
families could have other explanations than just genetics.

Edited for clarity

mEdited for clarity

been indicative of Hollywood’s need for a token Black 
actor, rather than something he achieved on merit. Then 
1967 saw him at his commercial peak with three films, 
making him Hollywood’s most bankable star that year. 
He played a newly-qualified teacher in a tough London 
school in To Sir, With Love, based on the autobiographical 
novel by E R Braithwaite.

‘An exercise in being real’
His character’s experience of being an immigrant in 
London mirrored that of many West Indians who 
came to Britain during the 1950s and ‘60s.

“Acting isn’t a game of ‘pretend’,” he 
once said. “It’s an exercise in being real.”

Poitier was nominated for Bafta 
and Golden Globe awards for 
Norman Jewison’s film In the 
Heat of the Night. He played 
a Philadelphia detective who 
found himself stranded in a 
red-necked Mississippi town 
on the night a businessman is 
murdered. His developing rela-
tionship with the bigoted local 
sheriff, played by Rod Steiger, gave 
Poitier his strongest role and the film 
won five Oscars, including best picture.

Directing and diplomacy
Guess Who’s Coming to Dinner featured Poitier as 
the boyfriend of a White, middle-class girl who takes 
him to meet her parents. Played by Spencer Tracey and 
Katherine Hepburn, her parents were torn between 
their liberal values and their reaction to a prospec-
tive Black son-in-law. At the time filming began, inter-
racial marriage was still illegal in 17 US states. These 
laws were only revoked by the Supreme Court months 
before the film was released. It helped to persuade him 
to move away from acting roles. He involved himself in 
the campaign for Bahamian independence, achieved in 
1973, and began a new career as a director.

By the end of the 1970s, Poitier had formed his own 
production company with other stars, including Paul 
Newman and Barbra Streisand. Successes behind the 
camera included Stir Crazy, with Richard Pryor and Gene 
Wilder, and the thrillers Shoot to Kill and Little Nikita.

Poitier became the first Black actor to receive a life 
achievement award from the American Film Institute 
in 1992. Five years later, he was appointed the Bahamas’ 
ambassador to Japan.

Poitier received a knighthood in 1974. As a Bahamian 
citizen he was eligible for a substantive knighthood but 

given he was a US resident and Bahamian by descent the 
Bahamian authorities preferred it to be an honorary award.

Poitier married Juanita Hardy in 1950, but the union 
ended in 1965. In 1976 he married the Canadian actress 
Joanna Shimkus. He had six daughters from his two 
marriages, with one, Sydney Tamiia Poitier, also an actress.

In 2016 he was awarded a Fellowship by Bafta, a 
recognition of his outstanding contribution to cinema. 
Poor health prevented him travelling to London to 
receive the award so he appeared via a video link.

Poitier’s noted ability to play intelli-
gent leading roles helped to break 

down racial taboos in Ameri-
can cinema and wider society, 

although he played down his 
importance as a role model. 
“If I’m remembered for 

having done a few good 
things,” he once said, 

“and if my presence here 
has sparked some good 
energies, that’s plenty.” 

Lilies of the Field 
gave him the first 
Best Actor Oscar 
awarded to a  
Black actor.

Photo by Ronald Grant
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To Sir with Love
The Making of Sidney Poitier’s Classic

BY NATHAN FRANKLIN | The Nerd Stash | January 10, 2022

Marvel’s Black Panther is deemed revolutionary in its 
portrayal of a Black superhero. And in some ways, it 
is — Chadwick Boseman’s performance is powerful, 
measured, and iconic. However, the truth remains 
that there was a Black superhero film years before 
Marvel’s 2018 hit. The lead character, played by 
Sidney Poitier, didn’t wear a cape. But he hit all the 
superhero cylinders, regardless. The movie in ques-
tion is the Sidney Poitier-led To Sir with Love.

Sidney Poitier as the Role Model
To Sir with Love follows Mark Thackary, a young Black 
man who aspires to get a good engineering job. In the 
meantime, however, Thackary must settle to teach 
an undisciplined class in London’s East End. As the 
film progresses, Thackary slowly manages to turn the 
chaos into order. However, it is not without trial and 
tribulation – Thackary must deal with the personal 
issues of his students and neutralize their bad behav-
iors in order to instill the discipline they lack.

You see, film executives were not sold on the film’s 
premise at first. They thought that Americans, in 
particular, wouldn’t be able to understand the Cock-
ney lingo. However, Sidney Poitier had fought to get the 
movie made for years. Eventually, Poitier made a deal 
with the executives at Columbia Pictures – accepting 
a small fee but taking shares in the profits. Given To Sir 
with Love‘s outstanding success, the gamble paid off. 

How did To Sir with Love succeed?
One can speculate a great deal about how To Sir with 
Love succeeded. After all, how on Earth did an English 
film with Cockney speak and a focus on the British 
lower-class thrive in the American market? Well, 
one reason is often cited – Sidney Poitier. Simply 
put, Sidney Poitier actor had great star appeal. The 
1967 Virgin Film Guide says Poitier manages to 

“come across as a real person, while simultaneously 
embodying everything there is to know about moral-
ity, respect, and integrity.”

Perhaps, one might speculate, it’s also the movie’s 
sentimental, optimistic message. The movie gives 
its student characters a great deal of development, 
turning them from lazy, disorderly delinquents into 
motivated, disciplined young adults. This is, of course, 
down to Sidney Poitier’s Mark Thackary, who acts as 

an almost-omnipotent father figure to his students. In 
many ways, the movie is a perfect fit for America’s atti-
tude of hope and optimism and the American Dream.

However, not everybody bought To Sir with Love‘s 
hopeful message. Many critics derided the movie’s 
plot, with the Halliwell Film Guide calling it “senti-
mental non-realism.” Indeed, you will seldom see a 
British school film depict the school system as a senti-
mental, positive experience as this one does.

Untrue to the Novel
However, it wasn’t just some of the British press who 
disliked Sidney Poitier’s adaptation of To Sir with 
Love. In fact, the 
movie earned 
the disdain of 
its source mate-
rial’s author. E. 
W. Braithwaite, 
w h o  p e n n e d 
t h e  o r i g i n a l 
1959 novel, felt 
the movie took 
away the biggest 
themes of his 
work. Namely, racism in British society.

You see, in the novel, the main character – Ricky 
Braithwaite – engages in an interracial romance 
with a white teacher. The novel explores the divide 
between black and white, and Braithwaite thought 
the romance was integral to the plot. In his mind, the 
relationship between Ricky and love interest Gillian 
represented his protagonist’s escape from isolation 
as a black man in a ‘white’ society.

Now, Braithwaite couldn’t completely dismiss 
To Sir with Love. After all, its success cast a spotlight 
on his novel and increased sales. Yet, even despite 
the financial security it rewarded him, Braithwaite 
couldn’t shake off his dislike of the 1967 adaptation. 
For him, it betrayed the deep solemnity of his semi-bi-
ographical work and the story it was trying to tell. 

The Legacy of To Sir with Love
That said, Braithwaite’s criticisms don’t deny the film its 
cultural impact. To Sir with Love was a massive success 
and further amplified Poitier’s career trajectory.  

FILM

oEdited  
for space

“I cannot be 
understood 
in three 
minutes.”

SIDNEY POITIER // 
Actor, director,  
and producer
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Sudoku
MATHEMATICS

#226 PUZZLE NO. 6707287

#225 PUZZLE NO. 4762597

SUDOKU HOW-TO GUIDE
1. Each block, row, and column 
must contain the numbers 1–9.
2. Sudoku is a game of logic and 
reasoning, so you should not 
need to guess.
3. Don’t repeat numbers within 
each block, row, or column.
4. Use the process of elimination 
to figure out the correct place-
ment of numbers in each box.
5. The answers appear on the 
last page of this newsletter.

What the example will look 
like solved q

2 4 8 3 9 5 7 1 6

5 7 1 6 2 8 3 4 9

9 3 6 7 4 1 5 8 2

6 8 2 5 3 9 1 7 4

3 5 9 1 7 4 6 2 8

7 1 4 8 6 2 9 5 3

8 6 3 4 1 7 2 9 5

1 9 5 2 8 6 4 3 7

4 2 7 9 5 3 8 6 1

3 9 1

5 1 4

9 7 5

6 2 5 3 7

7 8

7 8 9 3

8 3 1 9

9 2 6 7

4 3 6 1

ROW

COLUMN

BLOCKBOX

“A good deed here, a good deed 
there, a good thought here, a good 

comment there, all added up to my 
career in one way or another.”

SIDNEY POITIER // Bahamian American  
actor, director, and producer

Icons from the Noun Project
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In 2005, Sidney Poitier was 
ranked number twenty in 
Premiere Magazine’s “Greatest 
Movie Stars of All Time” list.

He was well known for being a 
survivor of prostate cancer. He 
donated large amounts of his 
wealth toward cancer research. 

Poitier was appointed as a 
Knight Commander of the 
Order of the British Empire  
in the year 1974.

He spoke Russian fluently.

He considered getting involved 
in Off Broadway until he found 
out he had amusia.

DID YOU KNOW?

Source: www.10-facts-about.com/sidney-poitier/id/584

Œ Maze
This maze is a collection of paths, 
where there is both a start and ending 
point. The player starts from the start 
point and follows a path of their choice, 
which leads to the end point.

“I did not go into 
the film business 
to be symbolized 
as someone else’s 
vision of me.”
SIDNEY POITIER //  
Bahamian American actor,  
director, and producer
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ART + CULTURE

Ella Wheeler Wilcox was an American author and poet 
worn in Johnstown, Wisconsin. Having her works 
published in several books, magazines, and periodicals, 
she can be considered one of the most popular poets of 
her time. Though not highly critically acclaimed, her 
works were widely accepted and loved by the public. 

WRITING PROMPT
In this poem, Ella Wheeler Wilcox’s words 
describe aspects and talents of a person that 
she feels has extreme power and voice. In 
the form of a short poem, story, essay, or 
illustration, describe to us a time when you 
felt your voice had power or truly connected 
within a community.  

Word Search

POWER
DISCOURSE
SERMON

STAGE
MOULDING
GENIUS

VOICE
GESTURE
 

COMMUNITY
CROWN

The Actor
BY ELLA WHEELER WILCOX

O man, with your wonderful dower, 
O woman, with genius and grace, 
You can teach the whole world with your power, 
If you are but worthy the place. 
The stage is a force and a factor 
In moulding the thought of the day, 
If only the heart of the actor 
Is high as the theme of the play. 
 
No discourse or sermon can reach us 
Through feeling to reason like you; 
No author can stir us and teach us 
With lessons as subtle and true. 
Your words and your gestures obeying 
We weep or rejoice with your part, 
And the player, behind all his playing, 
He ought to be great at his art. 
 
No matter what role you are giving, 
No matter what skill you betray, 
The everyday life you are living 
Is certain to colour the play.

The thoughts we call secret and hidden 
Are creatures of malice, in fact; 
They steal forth unseen and unbidden, 
And permeate motive and act. 
 
The genius that shines like a comet 
Fills only one part of God’s plan, 
If the lesson the word derives from it 
Is marred by the life of the man. 
Be worthy your work if you love it; 
The king should be fit for the crown; 
Stand high as your art, or above it, 
And make us look up and not down.
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Ambassador Nicole Avant Visits Cat Island  
to Walk in Sir Sidney Poitier’s Footsteps
BY BAHAMAS PRESS | July 21, 2011

Cat Island, Bahamas — On Tuesday, July 19, 2011, U.S. 
Ambassador Avant traveled to Cat Island as part of 
her continued efforts to strengthen the U.S. Embas-
sy’s ties with the Family Islands. Once on Cat Island, 
Ambassador Avant was greeted by Cat Island’s Chief 
Councilor Mr. Alfred Daniels and Inspector Jeffrey 
Darling who accompanied the Ambassador on her 
one-day tour of the island. Ambassador Avant’s first 
official visit to Cat Island included stops at a local 
library where she donated books and films featuring 
Cat Island native and acclaimed actor and director, 
Sir Sidney Poitier; a tour of Arthur’s Town by Poitier’s 
daughter and Cat Island resident, Pamela Poitier; a 
visit to the Young Marine Explorers Summer youth 
summer camp; and a cultural exchange with a local 
Rake ‘n’ Scrape band and straw weaver.

The U.S. Embassy’s donation to the N.H. McDon-
ald Library of Bennett’s Harbor included a collec-
tion of films, historic photos, and books spanning Sir 
Sidney Poitier’s distinguished career. Poitier grew up 
on Cat Island and went on to become the first African 
American male actor to win an Academy Award, as 
well as an award winning director, best-selling author 
and is currently The Bahamas’ Ambassador to Japan 
(non-resident). The donation offers Cat Island resi-
dents the opportunity to learn about one of their own 
and comes with the hopes that Poitier’s life will be a 
source of inspiration for local children.

Ambassador Avant was also joined by Sir Sidney 
Poitier’s daughter, Pamela Poitier, who escorted her 
on a tour of significant sites in her father’s childhood. 
The tour included a stop at St. Andrews Anglican/
Episcopal Church, Poitier’s one room school house, 
and the plot where the family home once stood. 
Ambassador Avant mentioned how poignant the 
tour was for her because she remembers the stories 
Poitier told her about growing up on Cat Island and 
how pleased she was see the sites with her own eyes 
and share experiences with Sir Sidney’s own daughter.

Ambassador Avant also paid a visit to the Young 
Marine Explorers (YME) one-week camp on Cat 
Island, which was co-sponsored by the U.S. Embassy. 
YME was founded by Nikita Shiel-Rolle, with the goal 
of engaging Bahamian youth in environmental stew-
ardship by promoting an understanding of the marine 
sciences through scientific and artistic activities. The 

Ambassador applauded Ms. Shiel-Rolle for her efforts 
in educating the youth about marine sustainability 
practices on the Bahamas. The young camp partici-
pants wowed the Ambassador with their knowledge 
of coral reefs, mangroves, and the world famous blue 
holes of Bahamian waters. Ambassador Avant encour-
aged the students to make sound decisions as environ-
mental leaders because those decisions will shape the 
future of The Bahamas and the planet.

“This is your home and it will be your generation 
that will inherit the responsibility of maintaining a 
beautiful Bahamas” said Ambassador Avant. “You 
have the power to change the way we see the world, 
regenerate the environment, and maintain it.”

The day’s events concluded with a dose of Cat 
Island culture and hospitality. Miss Emily of Arthur’s 
Town’s Emily’s Island Crafts & Straw Work gave 
Ambassador Avant 
a  d e m o n st r a t i o n 
of her unique plait-
ing style and shared 
how weavers like 
herself are working 
to keep the tradition 
alive by passing the 
skill on from gener-
ation to generation. 
Ambassador Avant 
also enjoyed a tradi-
tional Rake ‘n’ Scrape 
concert by Tough 
Skins and Ophie & Da 
Webb Sites at Shan-
na’s Cove Resort. 
Ambassador Avant 
had an opportunity to 
learn about the indig-
enous musical tradi-
tion and was invited to take a turn on the accordion 
as the group played a traditional Rake n’ Scrape song.

Ambassador Avant left Cat Island with new 
insights on Sir Sidney Poitier’s childhood home and 
a deeper appreciation of the island’s rich cultural heri-
tage and marine environment. 

GEOGRAPHY

“So much of 
life, it seems 
to me, is 
determined 
by pure 
randomness.”

SIDNEY POITIER // 
Actor, director,  
and producer

U.S. Ambassador 
Avant with local 
straw weaver Miss 
Emily of Arthur’s 
Town’s Emily’s 
Island Crafts & 
Straw Work.
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When Sidney Poitier Risked His Life for Civil Rights 
BY PENIEL JOSEPH | CNN |  January 11, 2022

The death of Sidney Poitier marks the passing of an 
icon whose art touched millions of lives across gener-
ations and whose work helped break down the struc-
tures of exclusion in Hollywood. But Poitier’s legacy 
is pivotal for other reasons. Though rightfully cele-
brated in his life and at his death for having achieved 
many racial firsts — America’s first Black movie 
star, matinee idol and Oscar winner for Best Actor — 
Poitier contributed much to social transformations 
taking place far beyond the movie screen.

Unlike his good friend Harry Belafonte — the two 
met as struggling young actors in New York City’s Black 
theater scene just after the Second World War — Poitier 
was not a radical. His was a largely pragmatic approach 
to the civil rights movement: He chose his movie roles 
with the care of the young Black doctor he portrayed 
in his first major film role in No Way Out in 1950 and in 
subsequent films. Most notable was the 1967 race rela-
tions drama In the Heat of the Night, in which his Phil-
adelphia detective transplanted to Mississippi slaps a 
White racist in the face after being struck first.

But one episode in Poitier’s life stands out in its 
demonstration of his political integrity, personal 
sincerity and unapologetic love for Black people. 
Three years before Poitier delivered the slap heard 
around the world, he ventured, alongside Belafonte 
and with a suitcase filled with cash, into the heart of 
America’s racial nightmare.

By 1964, Belafonte had cultivated a deep friend-
ship with the Rev. Dr. Martin Luther King Jr. and devel-
oped relationships with student-activists connected 
to the Student Non-Violent Coordinating Committee 
(SNCC). He asked Poitier to accompany him to Missis-
sippi to deliver cash to the student movement during 
Freedom Summer. That was a two-month experiment 
in multiracial democracy that drew almost 1,000 White 
volunteers to help organize ad hoc Freedom Schools, 
arts programs, civic and literacy classes and mock voter 
registration sessions.

The money, which totaled $70,000, was needed to 
support the cash-strapped operations of Southern 
civil rights activists and came from Belafonte. They 
stuffed it into doctors’ bags to avoid suspicion, a ruse 
that proved only partially successful.

Poitier initially hesitated, reluctant to face such 
grave dangers although eager to help the civil rights 
movement, especially the young Black students risk-
ing their lives on the front lines of the struggle. His 

friendship with Belafonte and his genuine concern 
for the work the students were engaged in convinced 
him to go down to Mississippi.

Poitier and Belafonte arrived at the Jackson, 
Mississippi, Airport. On the way to deliver the money, 
the car Poitier and Belafonte were in was menaced by 
local vigilantes whom the actors assumed to be part 
of the Klan. They were pursued during a high-speed 
chase, and men 
with guns fired 
upon their vehi-
cle in the kind 
of action scene 
both might have 
filmed under 
less dangerous 
circumstances.

Their driver 
eventually lost 
this tail, and they safely delivered the money, but the 
incident was scary enough that Poitier vowed on the 
spot to never venture below the Mason-Dixon Line, 
a promise he would break within two years to film In 
the Heat of the Night.

The previous summer, Poitier and Belafonte had 
both attended the March On Washington, headlining a 
celebrity contingent that included movie stars such as 
Marlon Brando and Charlton Heston. Now, they found 
themselves on the front lines of the struggle, with 
Poitier abandoning his famous caution and personal 
discipline to contribute to the movement in a way that 
observers might have characterized as reckless if either 
of these icons had been seriously hurt or killed.

Of course, Poitier did make it out of Mississippi 
alive. The harrowing trip to Mississippi later was 
obscured by Poitier’s legendary public career as an 
actor, director and mentor. During the 1980s and 
1990s, Poitier offered advice, encouragement, and 
wisdom to a new generation of Black stars, including 
Denzel Washington and Will Smith.

Poitier’s political risk-taking on behalf of freedom’s 
cause represents a generational legacy that continues 
today. Black actors, celebrities and entertainers who 
support the Black Lives Matter Movement, voting 
rights and racial justice — whether behind the scenes 
or in more vocal ways — owe a debt to Poitier and the 
work he did in front of the camera and when the Holly-
wood klieg lights were turned off. 

HISTORY

Martin Luther 
King, Jr., Harry 
Belafonte, Asa 
Philip Randolph, 
Sidney Poitier, 
circa 1960. 

Photo by Universal 
History Archive/
Universal Images 
Group via Getty 
Images

“I had chosen 
to use my 
work as a 
reflection of 
my values.”

SIDNEY POITIER // 
Actor, director,  
and producer
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Words of Encouragement
In this issue of The Warbler we learned some amazing things about the 
late Sidney Poitier. He seemed to have lived a full life, sharing with us his 
talent as an actor, his upbringing, and even his political views. He expe-
rienced some setbacks that impacted his health and career, but always 
seemed to rebound in a way that was truly inspiring. As we all work to 
grow and express ourselves, we must realize we have lives full of experi-
ences unique to us and wisdom that comes from these lived experiences. 

We hope you have enjoyed this week’s edition of The Warbler. We would 
love to hear your thoughts on this issue and any newsletters you have 
had access to prior. We value your feedback and are always looking for 
ways to bring you new and interesting pieces. Please feel free to send 
us your views to the address below and any art or literature you would 
like to share with us. We are hoping in the future to be able to share 
these pieces in future editions of The Warbler. As always, know you are 
constantly in our thoughts and we hope you have an amazing week.

Tammy and Taylor

SUDOKU #225

SUDOKU #226

HOW TO DRAW A WATER LILY PLANT
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Send ideas and comments to: APAEP 
1061 Beard-Eaves Memorial Coliseum // Auburn University, AL 36849 UNTIL NEXT TIME !

?   
Rebus Puzzle 
Page 2  
1.  High noon 
2. Seven Up 
3. Any questions?

UNTIL NEXT TIME !

Answers
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