
WORDS INSIDE

FOUND INSIDE “HOW FOOD 
CHOICES CAN HELP …”
flexitarianism | A semi- 
vegetarian diet in which 
people do not eat meat  
one or more days a week

FOUND INSIDE “CAMILLE  
AGNES BECKER …”
baccalaureate | a college 
bachelor’s degree  

hierarchies | system in which 
people or groups are ranked 
above the other according 
to status or authority

FOUND INSIDE “BUILDING THE 
SYDNEY HARBOUR BRIDGE …”
tributaries | rivers or 
streams flowing into a 
larger river or lake

malleable | metal or other 
material being able to 
be hammered or pressed 
permanently out of shape 
without breaking or cracking

Dear Student, Artist, Thinker,

Sydney, Australia is a special city because many consider it to be the best example  
of urbanization in the Southern Hemisphere. Its architecture includes the 
Sydney Opera House, which has been described in more detail in a previous 
issue of The Warbler and the Sydney Harbour Bridge, one of the most well-
known bridges in the world. There is also the Sydney Tower, an integral part of 
the skyline measuring at 1,014 feet tall, which makes it the second largest obser-
vation tower in the Southern Hemisphere. The Sydney Fish Market is the third 
largest in the world and produces both iconic and fresh seafood. It’s an area filled 
with diversity, with over a third of the residents being from outside of Australia. 
In fact, there are over 250 different languages spoken in the city! 

Rugby is the biggest sport followed in the city and it’s a major site for competition 
in the National Rugby league, which is the largest of its type in the Southern Hemi-
sphere. Sydney has been a space for artists to rise to the top, such as AC/DC and 
5 Seconds of Summer and was the location for The Matrix series and The Great 
Gatsby. The city is the center of the Opera and also one of the largest trading ports 
in the entire world. It’s known for its beauty and connections to the beach while 
the area surrounding are called the Blue Mountains. This is because of the oil from 
the eucalyptus trees and the way light, dust, and vapor combine 
to create a blue hue that can be seen from a distance. 
Clearly, the city offers a lot environmentally, cultur-
ally, and economically. We sincerely hope you 
enjoy reading this edition of The Warbler as we 
bring you information about a major city on the 
opposite side of the globe.

Taylor and the APAEP Team

“If Paris is a city of lights, 
Sydney is the city of fireworks.” 
BAZ LUHRMANN // Australian Movie Director
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Sydney Growing Its Own Coral Reef with Help  
from Tropical Fish Finding Warmer Waters
BY HARRIET TATHAM | ABC Radio Sydney | September 12, 2019

Five years ago, the thought of Sydney growing a 
sub-tropical reef of its own would have caused David 
Booth to roll his eyes.

But now, after exploring the proliferation of Pocil-
lopora aliciae off the coast of Manly, the professor of 
marine ecology has changed his tune.

“With what I’ve seen offshore, where seeing this 
large increase of the area of the sub-tropical corals, 
it suggests, yeah ... Sydney could have a reef in the 
future,” he said.

According to Professor Booth, tropical fish began 
swimming south to Sydney two decades ago.

Initially, few species survived the cool winter 
water temperatures, but as Sydney’s waterways get 
warmer, a number of tropical fish are beginning to 
call the city home.

“Since the 1920s there’s been a change of 1.5 degrees 
Celsius in the winter water temperature in the Sydney 
region,” the professor said.

“If the temperature gets above 18C in the winter 
and stays there, the fish tend to survive.

“We’ve seen more than 100 species arriving here, 
and probably five or six of them are the key ones that 
have managed to last to the next year.”

The surviving species include sergeant major 
damselfish and the dusky butterflyfish.

Tropical Fish and their new home
Coined as tropical vagrants by some experts, the 
survival of these species is helped by the growth of a 
sub-tropical coral species.

Pocillopora aliciae, known for its dark brown-green 
sprawling branches, was first detected off the Manly 
coast in 2015 by underwater photographer John Sear.

“I’ve been diving at that aquatic reserve for 25 years 
and I’d never seen it before,” he said.

“It was so exciting to see that I let the university 
[UTS] know immediately.”

At first, the coral colonies Mr. Sear discovered were 
no bigger than a football.

Five years later, there are sheets of coral measur-
ing up to 25 metres — a change he finds both exciting 
and alarming.

“Initially [it was] very exciting to find corals in 
Sydney because we don’t have many corals,” he said.

“But I think after several years of studying it, I’m 

starting to wonder what the implications may be.”
As far as Professor Booth is aware, this is the 

furthest south any tropical coral has been recorded.
“It’s a true reef coral, and it’s attracted to it a new 

suite of tropical species of fish we haven’t seen here 
before,” he said.

A saving grace?
And while the arrival of these corals could be seen as 
a gradual change, Professor Booth said a situation in 
Japan suggested it was a sign of things to come.

“At 34 degrees 
north [of the equa-
tor] — and Sydney 
is about 34 degrees 
south — they’ve 
seen the prolifera-
tion of large sheets 
of branching coral to 
the extent that the 
kelp forest has disap-
peared,” he said.

“In the past decade 
it’s been a real shift 
from a kelp and rocky reef-dominated fish community 
to a coral-dominated community — and that happened 
very, very quickly, so it could happen here.”

Last month, the long-term outlook for the Great 
Barrier Reef was downgraded from poor to very poor by 
the Federal Government’s five-year reef report.

With this comes a question about whether the 
sub-tropical reef in Sydney could perhaps offer a 
measure of hope, a buffer to the bleak prediction for 
Australia’s north.

Put simply, Professor Booth says no.
“It’s a neat phenomenon and it might be a bit of a 

refuge for a couple of the fish species, but I don’t think 
it’s a saving grace.” 

SEA LIFE

Headband 
humbug fish 
mainly exist at the 
Great Barrier Reef, 
but here’s one 
sheltering in coral 
off Manly.

Photo by John Sear

“Professionally, when I did the Olympic games and sang 
for my country in Australia  — it was a big moment, 
Sydney in 2000. It was just a brilliant moment in my life.”
OLIVIA NEWTON-JOHN // Singer Songwriter
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How Food Choices Can Help the Planet
BY LUISA LOW | The University of Sydney | May 9, 2022

Global, industrial and individual reshift needed
A new book published by researchers at the Univer-
sity of Sydney and Curtin University explores how 
global food production and consumption are impact-
ing the environment and contributing to emissions, 
offering a positive, sustainable way forward.

The food choices we make, the way we eat, and the 
world’s food production systems have an enormous 
impact on the climate and environment, with food 
production contributing over 37 percent of the 
world’s greenhouse gas emissions. 

Researchers from the University of 
Sydney and Curtin University have this 
week published their new book, Food in 
a Planetary Emergency  (Springer) which 
analyses problems in food production and 
consumption at global, industry and individual 
levels, exploring new ways that we can eat to help curb 
emissions and protect critical habitats from being 
cleared. The authors argue that going ‘flexitarian’ — a 
diet that is comprised predominantly of plant-based 
foods but does not cut out any food group entirely — 
would drastically reduce greenhouse emissions. 

“Greenhouse gas emissions are growing, with the 
global population set to reach 8.5 billion by 2030,” 
said the book’s co-author Dr Diana Bogueva, Centre 
Manager of the University of Sydney’s Centre for 
Advanced Food Engineering. “This means the produc-
tion and farming of food and agriculture systems is 
putting enormous strain on the environment through 
loss of biodiversity, deforestation, loss of savannahs, 
plastics pollution, exhaustion of the planet’s soils, 
freshwater overuse, and species’ exploitation.”

“Climate change is being supercharged by humankind. 
Whether we are prepared to admit it or not, our food 
choices are a major contributor to the current environ-
mental emergency, but we can make significant changes 
today that can lessen our impact,” she said. 

The book, which builds upon hundreds of peer-re-
viewed studies and meta-analyses on the link between 
food and environmental impact, sets an agenda of 
change needed in areas ranging from food waste and 
packaging pollution through to meat consumption, 
circular agriculture and flexitarianism. 

The authors have conducted research on meat 
consumption and its impact on biodiversity and 
human health. Dr Bogueva said: “There is no doubt that 
the increase in meat consumption globally in particu-

lar is leading to huge biodiversity loss and land clearing. 
However, its impacts are far-reaching, including on 
human health, causing both obesity in the developed 
world and malnutrition in the developing world.”

Will Generation Z transform the world’s food choices?
The changing food attitudes of Generation Z — indi-
viduals born between 1995 and 2010 — have also 

formed a significant part of the authors’ research. 
Inspired by global activists like Greta Thun-

berg, Generation Z has led a wave of action 
through climate strikes, demanding urgent 
action from governments and making 
conscious food choices.

“They are very environmentally and socially 
motivated. Our previous research found that a 

large number of Gen Z opt for vegetarianism and 
veganism on the basis of ethical reasons, to preserve 
the dignity of animals. Other studies have found they 
are actively reducing their consumption in places 
like the US and UK.”

Food choices that can help the planet
Switching to flexitarianism | According to the researchers, 
flexitarian habits — a reduction in meat, livestock, 
and animal-derived products — are gradually being 
adopted by Western societies in response to the 
climate emergency. They found there is overwhelming 
evidence that a Western style of meat-rich diet is the 
worst choice in a planetary emergency.

Consuming beans, pulses and alternative proteins |  
While animal-based proteins are a good and easy 
source of essential amino acids — so are complete 
proteins like soya, tempeh, tofu, buckwheat, chia, 
quinoa, industrial hemp and chickpeas. Insects, too, 
which have played a large role in Chinese cuisine for 
3,000 years, provide a nutritious source of protein. 

Reducing food waste | World Resources Institute 
estimates that almost a quarter of all food produced 
is wasted, with food waste particularly high in North 
America and Oceania. According to other sources, 
if food waste were a country, it would be the third 
largest greenhouse gas emitter. 

Reducing food packaging and single use plastics |  
According to PlasticsEurope, 368 million tons of plas-
tic were produced in 2019, largely represented in food 
packaging. Despite a move to recycling, the majority 
of these plastics end up in landfill.  

NUTRITION

“Sydney 
has such a  
cosmopolitan 
feel to it. 
The food is 
great and 
Australians 
are so 
friendly.”

DENISE LEWIS // 
British Athlete
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Sudoku
MATHEMATICS

#124 PUZZLE NO. 6706816

#123 PUZZLE NO. 4761893

SUDOKU HOW-TO GUIDE
1. Each block, row, and column 
must contain the numbers 1–9.
2. Sudoku is a game of logic and 
reasoning, so you should not 
need to guess.
3. Don’t repeat numbers within 
each block, row, or column.
4. Use the process of elimination 
to figure out the correct place-
ment of numbers in each box.
5. The answers appear on the 
last page of this newsletter.

What the example will look 
like solved q

2 4 8 3 9 5 7 1 6

5 7 1 6 2 8 3 4 9

9 3 6 7 4 1 5 8 2

6 8 2 5 3 9 1 7 4

3 5 9 1 7 4 6 2 8

7 1 4 8 6 2 9 5 3

8 6 3 4 1 7 2 9 5

1 9 5 2 8 6 4 3 7

4 2 7 9 5 3 8 6 1

3 9 1

5 1 4

9 7 5

6 2 5 3 7

7 8

7 8 9 3

8 3 1 9

9 2 6 7

4 3 6 1

ROW

COLUMN

BLOCKBOX

“If you put 20 cents in me and 
ask me to talk about South 
Sydney, I’ll play all night.”

RUSSELL CROWE // New Zealand Actor

Icons from the Noun Project
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Though the “sails” of the Sydney Opera 
House appear uniformly white from a 
distance, they actually feature a subtle  
chevron pattern composed of 1,056,006 tiles 
in two colors: glossy white and matte cream.

Billy Thorpe, AC/DC, Johnny O’Keefe, The 
Easybeats, and Richard Clapton are some of 
the bands who began their careers in Sydney. 
AC/DC’s first performance was at Bondi Life-
saver on New Year’s Eve, 1973

Sydney has the deepest natural harbor  
in the world with 504,000 megalitres of 
water. Just for some context, one megaliter 
is equal to 264,172 US gallons.

Operating since 1875, Sydney Ferries  
carry over 14 million passengers each  
year in and around Sydney.

13 percent of the known species of euca-
lyptus around the world are found in the 
Blue Mountains making the Greater Blue 
Mountains Area a World Heritage Area by 
UNESCO in November 2000.

DID YOU KNOW?

Source: sydneymovingguide.com/sydney-facts/

15,500 LIGHT BULBS ARE 
CHANGED EVERY YEAR AT  
THE SYDNEY OPERA HOUSE.

THE SYDNEY FISH MARKET IS  
THE LARGEST MARKET OF 
ITS KIND IN THE SOUTHERN 
HEMISPHERE AND THE WORLD’S 
3RD LARGEST FISH MARKET.

THE SYDNEY FUNNEL WEB 
SPIDER IS ONE OF THE MOST 
DANGEROUS SPIDERS ON EARTH.  
ITS FANGS ARE POWERFUL 
ENOUGH TO BITE THROUGH 
GLOVES AND FINGERNAILS.

Œ Maze
This maze is a collection of paths, where there is 
both a start and ending point. The player starts 
from the start point and follows a path of their 
choice, which leads to the end point.
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ART + CULTURE

Zelda Quakawoot is a teaching artist from 
Mackay, Queensland Australia. 

WRITING PROMPT
The author describes honoring ancestors and elders 
within their community. There are so many ways we 
can choose to preserve history, leave our “legacy” 
or honor ones that have come before. Honor your 
ancestors or own legacy in a poem, short story, 
creative non-fiction essay, or illustration.

© thewordsearch.com

Word Search

VALUE
TEACHINGS
ELDERLY
LEGACY
ANCESTORS
DREAMING
HONOUR 
DEMONSTRATE
GENERATIONS
MEANING

From the Oceans to the Dusts
BY ZELDA QUAKAWOOT, QLD

We will honour our elders 
Till the chains of time rust 
cos’ they shared their legacy 
From the oceans to the dusts 

It’s not written on the pages of 
Wills. 
Or even on the Net, 
It’s just as they left it 
The same when they went 

No signage is written 
In words with a meaning 
By words from their mouths 
Grew generations of Dreaming; 

Animals and plants, 
They mirrored the soul; 
The stories had teachings, 
For each waterhole; 

Time has watched fete change, 
And the stars, they still shine; 
Elders showed us the legacy, 
Of environment sublime; 

We will honour our elders, 
Till the dawn meets the dusk 
They entrusted this legacy 
From the oceans to the dusts
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Paul, Camille Agnes Becker
Activist, Feminist, Moral Theologian and Social justice advocate 

BY RUTH LEE | Australian Catholic University

Camille Agnes Becker was born in 1932 in Sydney, to 
dressmaker Elsie Childs and railway engineer Norman 
Becker. She attended St Declan’s school in Penshurst 
and then trained as a physical education instructor and 
a secretary. After their marriage in 1956, Camille and her 
husband, architect, Ken Paul, travelled and worked in 
London. On returning to Australia they became involved 
with their local Catholic church and the Family Aposto-
late, ‘an offshoot of The Grail, a Catholic movement of 
spirited women who work in the world to bring about 
spiritual, cultural and social change’. They had six chil-
dren, but the drowning of their 16-month old son in 
1972 and the stillbirth of a daughter two years later, left 
Camille devastated and questioning her faith.

She began to study, beginning at the Institute of Coun-
seling (Archdiocese of Sydney) from 1975-1977, before 
gaining admission to St Patrick’s Seminary. ‘Ironically, 
it was at the Seminary that she was introduced to - and 
convinced by - feminist theologians and their arguments 
against sexist discrimination in the church’ (Lindsay, 
2012). Paul was passionate about feminism and religion. 
In her final year she was elected as student representa-
tive on the Board of Studies - a first for a female student 
and in 1982 she graduated with a baccalaureate in sacred 
theology, the second laywoman to do so.

In 1983 she was invited to join a Bishops’ Taskforce 
examining the role of women in the Catholic Church’. 
Impatient with clericalism and church hierarchies, she 
worked with Pauline Smith, RSM and Patricia Bart-
ley, SJ, to establish Women and the Australian Church 
(WATAC) which held its first state conferences in 1983 
and 1984. In 1987, at the first national conference, 
Women-Church: An Australian Journal of Feminist 
Studies in Religion was launched. An international 
journal, it encouraged the expression of Australian 
women’s theological writing. Paul co-edited the journal 
from 1989 until the final issue in 2007; she commented: 

‘the voice of women needs to be recorded so that history 
knows of our existence and our experiences’.

Paul undertook a graduate diploma in religious stud-
ies in 1983 at the Catholic College of Education before 
returning to St Patrick’s as its first female moral theology 
lecturer in 1985. In 1986 she was awarded a licentiate in 
sacred theology cum laude for her work on feminist theo-
logian Mary Daly. In 1993 she completed her PhD at the 
University of Sydney, published as Equal or Different? 

Women, the Papacy and Social Justice in 1999. The book 
expresses Paul’s belief in the full and equal personhood 
of men and women and their rights and dignity. A tire-
less committee member, she helped found the Australian 
Feminist Theological Foundation. She was also a member 
of the Archdiocesan Commission for Ecumenical and 
Interfaith Relations and a member of the Catholic Moral 
Theology Association of Australia and New Zealand.

Leadership for Paul resulted from her desire for 
women to be taken seriously by the church. ‘As an intel-
lectual and moral leader, Camille worked primarily in 
the company with others. She recognized the value of 
shared responsibility, the power of joint action, the 
joy of friendship and the reward of providing oppor-
tunities for others to find their voices’. Of her personal 
journey she wrote: ‘I realized there were no “black and 
white” answers to these eternal questions, but the 
search for self-peace is a continuing, ongoing and prob-
ably never ending process’. She died in 2010. 

BIOGRAPHY

WORD PLAY A Rebus puzzle is a picture representation of a common word 
or phrase. How the letters/images appear within each box will give you clues 
to the answer! For example, if you saw the letters “LOOK ULEAP,” you could 
guess that the phrase is “Look before you leap.” Answers are on the last page!

oEdited  
for clarity
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Building the Sydney Harbour Bridge
BY LAILA ELLMOOSE, LISA MURRAY | Dictionary of Sydney | 2015

The iconic Sydney Harbour Bridge spans the Harbour at 
its narrowest point between Dawes and Milsons Points. 
It is a double-hinged, riveted steel arch bridge with a rein-
forced concrete deck and reinforced concrete pylons and 
at the time of its completion in 1932 it was considered the 
epitome of modern bridge design and ingenuity.

Early proposals to bridge the Harbour
Proposals to join the north and south sides of the 
Harbour with a bridge were first put forward in 1815 
by incarcerated architect Francis Greenway. In the 
first half of the nineteenth century, Sydney was 
formed around Sydney Cove and later, as the popu-
lation grew, it developed around the Harbour and its 
tributaries to the north, west and south. European 
settlement on the northern side of the Harbour began 
in earnest after 1814, following a land grant to former 
offender Billy Blue, who began the first ferry service 
across the Harbour soon after. Watermen continued 
to provide passage to the north shore until the 1840s, 
when Sydney’s first vehicular ferry service was estab-
lished between Dawes and Milsons Point. Vehicular 
and passenger ferries continued to be an important 
form of public transport on Sydney Harbour for the 
remainder of the nineteenth century.

Although there had been a number of plans to build 
a bridge across the Harbour throughout the nineteenth 
century, none were realized. This was chiefly because it 
was costly and technically difficult to build bridges over 
large, tidal expanses of water such as Sydney Harbour. 
As well, throughout the nineteenth century, timber had 
been the most prevalent material for bridge construc-
tion in New South Wales, with durable masonry and 
cast iron bridges reserved for heavily traversed routes, 
or for the railways, as they were expensive to build in 
terms of both skilled labour and cost of materials.

Prefabricated steel and concrete
The construction of a bridge across Sydney Harbour 
became a reality by the early twentieth century, with 
advances in bridge engineering technology interna-
tionally, alongside developments in the local manu-
facture of prefabricated steel and reinforced concrete. 
The advantage of steel in particular, apart from its 
cost effectiveness, was that it was durable and mallea-
ble enough to span wide tidal bodies of water.

The New South Wales Government began to seriously 
investigate the possibility of building a bridge across the 

Harbour at the turn of the twentieth century. In 1900, the 
New South Wales Government of the day lobbied for the 
proposed bridge to be built by a private company. To this 
end, the Minister for Public Works called for a worldwide 
competition for its design and construction and set up an 
advisory board to review the tenders.

There were no winning entries for this compe-
tition, however, as the specifications for the bridge 
had to be rewritten. The competition was reopened 
the following year with amended specifications. A 
design by the Sydney-based engineer Norman Selfe 
was announced the winner. In 1904 the project was 
stalled indefinitely when the government changed, 
leaving Selfe bitterly disappointed.

Bradfield and Dorman Long and Co
The completion of the Sydney Harbour Bridge was 
largely due to the efforts of one man, the engineer Dr 
JJC Bradfield. Bradfield’s long involvement with the 
construction of the Sydney Harbour Bridge began in 
1903, when he was appointed secretary to the advisory 
board set up to review the bridge tenders. Bradfield was 
steadily promoted within the Department of Public 
Works and by 1912 he had responsibility for the Sydney 
Harbour Bridge branch and for the electrification of the 
suburban railway. Bradfield’s dual responsibilities within 
the department suggest that the Bridge and Sydney’s 
public transport system were to be integrally linked.

Bradfield continuously reworked the design of the 
Sydney Harbour Bridge from 1912 to 1929, despite the 
disruptions of World War I (1914–1918), which reduced 
the numbers of his staff. By 1922 he had eventually settled 

FEATURE

Photo by Norman 
Herfurth / Lonely Planet

“I think 
Sydney has  
so much 
natural 
beauty; 
it’s just a 
beautiful  
city. ”

FLUME //  
Australian  
Musician
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RANDOM-NEST

‘Alien-Like’ Creature Found On Sydney 
Roads Amid Wild Weather 
As the city grappled with the stormy weather,  
a man spotted a bizarre creature on the road 
while he was going for a jog one morning

BY FIRSTPOST | March 2, 2022

As Australia’s east coast continues to be 
affected by severe floods and torrential rain 
since the past few days, the wild weather has 
now shifted south towards the capital city of New 
South Wales, Sydney.

Harry Hayes was jogging on 28 February through Marrickville suburb 
of Sydney when he stumbled on a bizarre, unidentifiable creature.

Hayes told LADbible that he was unable to recognize the weird creature. At 
first, he had a gut feeling that it was some kind of embryo, but keeping in 
mind some major drastic events which the world has witnessed in recent 
times, Hayes felt that the bizarre creature could possibly be an alien.

“With COVID, World War III and the floods (going on right now) this 
could very well be an alien,” said Hayes.

The young marketing manager also shared a video of the creature on 
Instagram. The grey-colour thing has an eye and a long elephant like 
trunk, but remains completely immobile, lying flattened on the road 
even after Hayes pokes it multiple times with a stick.

Harry Hayes’ video soon began to do the rounds on social media and 
was shared by a number of curious users on Instagram and even on 
Twitter. Australian Biologist Ellie took to Twitter and shared a picture 
of this mysterious thing found on the roads of Sydney. Ellie asked 
Twitter users to help her in identifying this unknown creature. She 
later re-tweeted that she could not find any context or scale about the 
mysterious alien creature even. At first, Ellie thought it was a possum/
glider embryo but there was no context that would provide surety 
about the creature being an embryo. Even Ellie’s friends could not find 
any context regarding the mysterious blob’s identity.

The mysterious creature continues to raise curiosity among people and 
when LADbible approached the University of Sydney and the Univer-
sity of New South Wales regarding this creature, no academic so far 
was also able to identify what the odd little creature was.

oEdited for 
space and clarity

on a two-hinged steel arch design as the ideal bridge for the 
Harbour, primarily because of its durability.

The Sydney Harbour Bridge Act was passed and 
assented to on 24 November 1922. Under the Act, tenders 
were called to construct a bridge between Dawes and 
Milsons Point. Tenders were closed on 16 January 1924. 
The winning tenderer was the British engineering firm 
of Dorman, Long and Co. The contract was signed on 
24 March 1924. One of the conditions of the tender was 
that materials had to be sourced and manufactured in 
NSW where possible. Granite for the piers and pylons was 
quarried at Moruya on the NSW south coast, and just over 
twenty percent of the steel was produced in Australia. 
The remainder of the steel was manufactured in England.

The construction of the Sydney Harbour Bridge
The Bridge took eight years to build, from 1925 to 1932, 
including the approaches and supporting roads. Over 
2,000 people were employed to work on the bridge, 
including engineers, boilermakers, ironworkers and 
stonemasons. Although the workers were overwhelm-
ingly Australian, the workforce had a multi-national 
character, with skilled labourers, such as stonemasons 
and ironworkers, brought from overseas. Sixteen men 
died while working on the bridge, and accidents on the 
job were frequent, due to the hazardous nature of the 
work. (For example, the job of the rivet cooker involved 
throwing red-hot rivets to the rivet catchers, who caught 
the rivets in buckets and then hammered them into 
place.) Nevertheless, Bridge workers received relatively 
good wages and conditions, and although the unions 
were vigilant, there was minimal industrial action in 
the eight years it took to complete the Bridge.

In September 1930, the painstaking work to position 
the prefabricated grids, girders and plates into place 
paid off when the arch was neatly joined. The road 
deck was laid soon after, and work began on building 
the pylons, which anchor the Bridge at either end. The 
Bridge pylons were faced with granite, as a nod to more 
traditional bridge design.

By February 1932, the Bridge was completed. That 
month, the strength of the deck was tested with nine-
ty-six locomotives laid end to end along the railway 
tracks on the eastern side of the Bridge.

The Sydney Harbour Bridge was a massive undertaking, 
in terms of both engineering ingenuity and financial outlay. 
Its completion in 1932 represented international advances 
in bridge technology in the early twentieth century.

The opening ceremony, and the scandalous disruption
The NSW Premier of the day, Jack Lang, officially 
opened the Sydney Harbour Bridge on 19 March 1932. 
The opening ceremony was famously disrupted when 
Francis De Groot, a member of the fascist, anti-Lang 
New Guard, rode across the Bridge on horseback and 
slashed the ribbon with a sword. After De Groot was 

taken away by the police the ceremonial ribbon was 
held in place and Lang cut it, declaring the Bridge open.

Celebrations to open the Bridge were restrained as it 
was the middle of the economic Depression in the early 
1930s, and as a consequence there was limited money 
in the public purse. Yet the public were overwhelming 
enthusiastic about the completion of the Bridge, with 
over 750,000 people lining the streets and Harbour to 
watch the opening and subsequent pageantry.

After they had finished working on the Bridge, many of 
the former Bridge workers faced lean times as the Depres-
sion continued to bite. Some former Bridge workers had 
to wait until the war years to work in their trades again.  
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1. It’s alright 
2. The 4th of July 
3. First down, ten yards to go
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SUDOKU #123

SUDOKU #124
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This week’s issue of The Warbler brought you some interesting items in and 
around Sydney, Australia. Whether we were bringing you information about the 
architecture, sea life, research being conducted, or famous figures from the past, 
we hope we kept your interest and peaked your imagination. Maybe the coral 
reef inspired you to write a poem or create an illustration that you would love 
to share with us? Or maybe learning about the amazing architecture present in 
this city ignited a flame within you to write a story about a similar building in 
your own home town? Maybe the poem reminded you about ancestors in your 
own life or the legacy you wish to leave your own community. 

We would love to hear from you and value any feedback or suggestions you would 
like to share with us. The Warbler was created for you and you are the reason we 
do what we do. Feel free to write to us at the address provided in this newsletter 
and send us some of the art you are creating. We would be honored to witness 
how you are being inspired. Stay well and have an amazing week!!

Tammy, Editor of The Warbler

WORDS OF ENCOURAGEMENT


